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AHHOTAIIUA

Hacrogias craTthsl mocBsilieHa MpoOJjieMe penpe3eHTaluu eIbl B OPUTAHCKOM M POCCUNMCKOM Meaua-
IUCKypcaxX. ABTOP MPOBOAUT aHAIM3 COIUAIBHBIX U JUHTBUCTUYECKUX (PAKTOPOB PEIPEe3CHTAIIUM €IbI
B MeAra-AUCKypce, B OCOOEHHOCTU UAEH U COLIMAIbHBIX aCleKTOB, OKa3bIBalOIIMX BUSIHAE HA KYPHAJIUCTOB,
a Takxke SI3bIKOBBIX (opM. Ocoboe BHHUMaHHME YAEISIEeTCSI KOTHUTUBHBIM acIleKTaM: aBTOP aHaIU3UPYET
Mnpolecc peaau3aluuu cneuduueckoii KOTHUTUBHOM MoAeau B paMKax Menua-Tekcrta. IToMmumo 3Toro,
HUCCIIEIYIOTCSI KOMIIOHEHTH KOTHUTHMBHOM MOIEIM, BBIABUTAeMBbIC Ha IEPBBIM IIaH B ITyOJUIIMCTUYECKUX
CTaThsiX, a TakKXKe SI3bIKOBBIE CPENCTBA, MCIIOJIb3yeMbIEe C 3TOH Iieablo. B cTaThe Takke paccMaTpuBaeTcs
CBSI3b MEXIY peaau3aliieil KOTHUTUBHOM MOIENM M IIparMaTMyeckKoil yCTAaHOBKOM XypHaiaucTa. ABTOp
MPUXOIUT K BBIBOIY, UYTO HOBasi KOTHUTUBHASI MOJEb (popMUpyeTCsl U (GUKCUPYETCSI B COBHAHUU PELIMITMEHTA,
MMOCKOJIBKY KOMITIOHEHTBHI MOJEIM coaep:KaT MHMOPMAIIIO, KOTOpasl IMOATBEPXKIAeTCs TaHHBIMU B Medua-
TeKkcTe. Mbl TojlaraeM, 4To BBeAeHUEe U (PuKcalusi HOBOIM KOTHUTHMBHOUW MOJAENM B CO3HAHUM peLMIUEHTA
MPUBOMIAT K U3MEHEHMIO €r0 OTHOIICHUSI K OpUTaHCKOM KyxHe. JIaHHBIN MPOIIeCC MOXET paccMaTpUBaThCS
KaK U3MEHEHUE COLIMAIbHOM PEaIbHOCTU, & UMEHHO: CO3/IaHUE HOBOU COLIMAIBHOU PEAIbHOCTU, TTOCKOJIbKY
PELIMIIMEHT B 3TOM ClIyyae MproOpeTaeT HOBYIO XapaKTepUCTUKY — IIPekKIe He CYIeCTBOBABIIIee OTHOIIICHUE
K OpUTaHCKOI KyXHE, OKa3bIBalolliee BJAMUSIHUE Ha €ro AEHCTBUSI B peajbHON AEHCTBUTEIbHOCTU. ABTOP
MPUXOAUT K BBIBOAY, YTO Ha IPOIECC PEIpe3eHTAlMU €Abl B OpMTAaHCKOM MeIMa-IUCKYpCe OKa3bIBaeT
BIIMSHUE 11€JIb, COCTOSINAs B OCO3HAHWM M AEMOHCTpPALIMA HOBOM, OTJIMYHOU OT MpPEeXHEN, MICHTUYHOCTU
OpUTAHCKOI HALIMU. ABTOP TaKKe aHAJIM3UPYET MPOLIeCC CO3MaHNSI HOBOII KOTHUTUBHOM MOJEIN B POCCUICKOM
Meana-IruCcKypce; TaHHas MOJIEJIb CBSI3aHa C OLIEHKOM TEKYIIWX PbIHOYHBIX TEHACHIIUM, a TAKXKE COLMATIbHO-
9KOHOMUUYECKOU curyauuu B Poccuu.

KioueBble cioBa: ITMCKYPCUBHBIE MCCICIOBAHMSI, MEIMA-TUCKYPC, peIpe3eHTAllMsl eIbl, KOTHUTHBHAS
MOJEIb, WICHTUIHOCTD.
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ABSTRACT

The present article is devoted to the problem of representing food in the British and Russian media
discourses. The author analyzes social and linguistic factors of food representation in the media discourse, in
particular, the ideas and social factors that influence the journalists as well as peculiarities of the linguistic
forms of food representation. Particular attention is paid to the cognitive aspects: the author analyzes
realization of a specific cognitive model within the media text. The author also studies the cognitive model
components, which are foregrounded in the media texts, and the linguistic means used for this purpose. The
reasons for this process are also investigated. The connection between cognitive model realization and the
journalist’s pragmatic goal is also studied in the paper. The author comes to a conclusion that a new
cognitive model is formed and fixed in the recipient’s mind, because its components contain information
confirmed by data in the media text. The new model can be fixed only if a journalist manages to persuade
the recipient using the factual data. We suppose that introduction and placement of a new cognitive model
into the recipient’s mind results in changing his/her attitude towards British food. This can be viewed as a
change in social reality, i.e. construction of new social reality, because the recipient in this case acquires a
new feature — new attitude towards British food that affects his/her actions in real life. The author comes to
a conclusion that the process of food representation in the British media discourse is determined by the aim
of constructing a specific identity of the British nation, which differs from the identity that has existed
before. The author also analyzes the process of constructing a new cognitive model within the Russian
media discourse; this model is aimed at assessing the current market trends and economic and social
situation in Russia.

Key words: discourse studies, media discourse, food representation, cognitive model, identity.
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Introduction. According to S. Tomas¢ikova, one of the
frequently appearing narrative content categories of media
in the last decade has been food. In her paper she focuses on
the media narratives and argues that «food appears in various
narrative forms: documentaries about the history and present-
day food and drink elements and ingredients; we find
references to food in news programmes; there are cooking
narratives on morning television; reality game shows focus
on food; food and cooking reality shows present chefs,
celebrities or ordinary people performing their favourite
recipes; breaks within and between individual programmes
include countless commercials for healthy and/or tasty eating
and drinking» [Tomasc¢ikova 2012, p. 102].We suppose that
food as a significant aspect of people’s biological, social,
cultural, business and other spheres determines the topics
discussed in the media discourse. The journalists offer their
views on the topic of food and food-related activities
influenced by the present-day circumstances and situations.
Quite often the media materials are aimed at changing
individual behavior or state of things referring to food. In the
analytical media texts published on The Guardian website

food is represented as one of the staples of leisure,
entertainment, tourism etc. The journalists focus on positive
aspects of consuming food in the British society. Food is not
viewed as something that should be changed: the journalists
assess the characteristics of food and view it as an instrument,
which can be used in performing activities in various spheres.

Methods. While undertaking the research we applied the
method of discourse analysis [Chernyavskaya 2017, p. 135—
148], method of cognitive modelling [Evseeva, Kreidlin 2017,
p. 5-23], method of semantic analysis, observation and
description techniques.

Scholarly papers review. The problem of food
representation has attracted attention of many scholars.
Specific representation of food influences the attitude to food
and food practices in the society that leads to emergence of
new ideas and practices. The food has also been the object
of numerous sociological, cultural, ethnographic, linguistic
and philosophical studies [Olyanich 2015, p. 157-160;
Tolstaya 2016, p. 22-36; Barthes 2017, p. 23-30; Fischler 1988,
p. 275-293], which corresponds to the tendency of
investigating various aspects of human being existence
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[Alpatov 2015, p. 7-21; 2, p. 5-19; Sidorov 2016, p. 172—-184;
Tubalova 2016, p. 68-82].

Results and discussion. One of the spheres, the activities
in which are necessarily accompanied by food, is tourism.
An article by David Mitchell “We should take pride in Britain’s
acceptable food” concerns the issue of assessing British
food by the foreigners: A phrase really jumped out at me
from a newspaper last week. The Times said a recent survey
into Spanish attitudes to Britain, conducted by the tourism
agency Visit Britain, “found that only 12 % of Spaniards
considered the UK to be the best place for food and drink”.
That, I thought to myself, may be the most extraordinary use
of the word “only” I have ever seen. Has its meaning recently
flipped? Has it been warped by an internet hashtag or ironic
usage by rappers? Is it like how “bad” or “wicked” can
mean good, and actors receiving awards use the word
“humbled” to mean “incredibly impressed with myself”?
Because, if “only” still means what I think it means, the
paper is implying it expected more than 12 % of the people

of Spain to think Britain was “the best place for food and
drink”. Thats quite a slur on the Spanish. How delusional
did it expect them to be? What percentage of them would it
expect to think the world was flat? I know we’re moving
into a post-truth age, but 12 % of a culinarily renowned
nation considering Britain, the land of the Pot Noodle and
the garage sandwich, to be the world’s No 1 destination for
food and drink is already a worrying enough finding for the
Spanish education system to address. It would be vindictive
to hope for more [theguardian.com].

On the one hand, the journalist admits that British food is
not perfect, but, on the other hand, the goal of the journalist
is to persuade the reader that the British food has changed
over the last few years. In order to change the views on the
British food that exist in the world today the journalist aims
at representing food in a positive aspect, realizing a “BRITISH
FOOD AS A SOURCE OF NATIONAL PRIDE” cognitive
model, which is reflected in the article title (see Table 1).

Table 1

“BRITISH FOOD AS A SOURCE OF NATIONAL PRIDE” cognitive model

General components
of the model
(macro-structure)

Specific components
of the model

Textual elements used to realize the components
of the model

PLACE

BRITAIN

This is all very jocular and a welcome distraction from Gibraltar,
but I hope Visit Britain doesn’t get carried away with this food
push. I really don’t think the 12% figure is one it should be
disappointed with, even if, on closer examination of the survey,
the respondents didn’t actually say they thought Britain was “the
best place for food and drink”, just that sampling the food and
drink would be a motivation for choosing the UK for a holiday.

PARTICIPANTS

FOREIGN TOURISTS,
OFFICIALS, TV HOSTS,
CHEFS, THE BRITISH
PEOPLE

The Times said a recent survey into Spanish attitudes to Britain,
conducted by the tourism agency Visit Britain, “found that only
12% of Spaniards considered the UK to be the best place for
food and drink”; That’s quite a slur on the Spanish; But it seems
that’s what Visit Britain and the Foreign Office are going for.
Last week the British ambassador to Spain, Simon Manley,
donned a union jack apron and went on the hit Spanish cookery
programme El Comidista to advocate British cuisine and try to
change the perceptions of the 88% of the Spanish population
still currently in their right minds; It was his second appearance
on the programme: the first was last year when he was
“summoned” to explain Jamie Oliver’s heretical addition of
chorizo to paella; I think the host of El Comidista, Mikel Lopez
Tturriaga, got it about right when he said: “For many Spaniards,
British food is the ultimate example of bad international
cuisine...”; And our ambassador betrayed weaknesses in our
cooking, even as he spoke up for it: “The idea is to combat the
stereotype about British food and drink and promote the idea that
we take ideas from around the world and we adapt them for this
cosmopolitan cuisine we know today”; We proudly note how
highly the restaurants of chefs like Heston Blumenthal come in
international rankings even as we peel the film off our microwave
dinners; We have an interesting country, an interesting past and
we’re an interesting people: no nastier than most and hard to
ignore. And, for better or worse, what we are, what we have, and
whatever it is that our culture represents, comes from centuries
of working through lunch

OBJECT

FOOD

The Times said a recent survey into Spanish attitudes to Britain,
conducted by the tourism agency Visit Britain, ‘‘found that only
12% of Spaniards considered the UK to be the best place for
food and drink”; Last week the British ambassador to Spain,
Simon Manley, donned a union jack apron and went on the hit
Spanish cookery programme El Comidista to advocate British
cuisine and try to change the perceptions of the 88% of the
Spanish population still currently in their right minds, He
responded with a recipe for roast chicken with mustard.
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A bit of academic interest, and the memory of a disappointing
white ant egg soup or crispy tarantula, might really help soften
the blow of a first baffled visit to the salad cart at a Harvester,
“For many Spaniards, British food is the ultimate example of bad
international cuisine...” — and there are many outlets on the
Costa Del Sol that work tirelessly to recreate that flavour for
British visitors

The fact that food has improved in Britain is a sign, not of a
major change in those cultural priorities, but of two other
factors: how international we’ve become and our competitive
spirit. The food has been brought up to standard, for the same
reasons that we’ve put in proper coffee machines and wifi — to
show we’re keeping up

CHARACTERISTICS NEGATIVE
(OF THE OBJECT) ASSESSMENT
REASON AMBITION TO
(FOR IMPROVEMENT) CORRESPOND TO
INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDS,
COMPETITIVENESS
CONSEQUENCES IMPROVEMENT OF
FOOD IN BRITAIN,
POSITIVE
ASSESSMENT

Food here is OK. Or rather, it’s sometimes terrible and
sometimes delicious but usually neither and it averages out as
fine. Lots of us are really fat now — that’s got to be a good sign;
“..but I think that everything has improved substantially in
recent years, and today it is much easier to find decent food.” So
decent food is now available; I'm sorry, and I almost certainly
don’t mean you: there is, as I say, brilliant food to be had in
Britain. There always has been, I suppose, but I'm sure there’s
more of it now; The fact that food has improved in Britain is a
sign, not of a major change in those cultural priorities, but of two
other factors: how international we’ve become and our
competitive spirit; The food has been brought up to standard; In

food, as in cycling, Britain can now win

We consider these components to be dominant within
the framework of the cognitive model realized in the media
text, because the objects and people they refer to play a
crucial part in changing international attitude towards the
British food.

The PARTICIPANTS component is foregrounded by the
language means signifying foreign tourists, TV hosts, chefs
and the British Officials. These language units make this
component dominant as the foreign tourists are the primary
participants assessing the British cuisine; TV hosts play an
important role in informing the public of food and cooking
peculiarities; British officials and ordinary people may deal
with the foreigners and the actions, which may improve British
food and cuisine, depend on them.

The CHARACTERISTICS component is foregrounded by
the language means with an evaluative connotative meaning;
negative assessment affects the recipient’s mind and makes

The journalist’s pragmatic goal is to change the
international attitude to the British food, to present Britain as
an interesting and attractive country and to represent food
as one of Britain’s sources of pride: We have an interesting
country, an interesting past and were an interesting people:
no nastier than most and hard to ignore. And, for better or
worse, what we are, what we have, and whatever it is that
our culture represents, comes from centuries of working
through lunch. In order to achieve his goal the journalist

him focus on the object of assessment — food. The REASON
and CONSEQUENCES components are foregrounded to
demonstrate the evolution of food industry in Britain; this is
one of the subgoals that complies with the main pragmatic
goal of the journalist (see below).

The author explains the relative absence of delicious food
in Britain by the fact that it has never been a cultural priority;
this feature is a part of their national character and the British
have other things to be proud of: 4As most Spaniards noted
in the survey, there are better reasons to go to Britain than
the food: the history, the castles, the stately homes, the
museums, the countryside, the coastline, the concerts, the
theatre, the cities. As for food, they should be proud of food
that they have, though the British food has changed over
the last few years and its quality is quite high now. The author
opposes two states: the present (when the quality of food is
high) and the past (when British food was considered to be
bad by the foreigners) (see Table 2).
underlines the components of the cognitive model. By filling
the REASON (FOR IMPROVEMENT) and
CONSEQUENCES components with new positive contents
the author renews the cognitive model stored in the recipient’s
mind, which leads to the change of his/her attitude to British
food. Changing the cognitive model the journalist introduces
changes into social reality (the corresponding aspects
undergo changes in real life): in this case the “BRITISH FOOD
AS A PROBLEM FOR TOURISTS” model transforms into

Table 2

The Past

The Present

And our ambassador betrayed weaknesses in our cooking,
even as he spoke up for it: “The idea is to combat the
stereotype about British food and drink and promote the
idea that we take ideas from around the world and we
adapt them for this cosmopolitan cuisine we know today”’;
But the stereotype bemoaned by the ambassador has its
basis in truth: delicious food has never been a cultural

priority.

“...but I think that everything has improved substantially
in recent years, and today it is much easier to find decent
food.” So decent food is now available; I'm sorry, and I
almost certainly don’t mean you: there is, as I say,
brilliant food to be had in Britain. There always has been,
1 suppose, but I'm sure there’s more of it now; In food, as
in cycling, Britain can now win.
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the British and Russian media discourses

“BRITISH FOOD AS THE SOURCE OF NATIONAL PRIDE”
model; the journalist clearly demonstrates how
CHARACTERISTICS (OF THE OBJECT) component
(containing negative assessment) influences the REASON
(FOR IMPROVEMENT) component, which leads to positive
CONSEQUENCES.

The major piece of information that the journalist uses to
transform the cognitive model is assessment. This alteration
is reflected in the media text: in order to transform the cognitive
model the journalist fills CHARACTERISTICS and
CONSEQUENCES components with information about
assessment: the negative assessment given to the British
food by the foreigners becomes positive due to description
of the changes that have occurred in the sphere of catering
industry in Britain.

Within the framework of the media text the journalist
doesn’t reveal the ACTIONS component that precedes
CONSEQUENCES and includes the particular activities of
the authorities and businesses involved in catering industry
aimed at raising the standards of food served in Britain. We
suppose that it is determined by the fact that the journalist
doesn’t intend to attract recipient’s attention to specifics of
the food industry itself; he means to emphasize the idea that
food is only a part of rich British culture that the British are
proud of and, thus, change the international attitude to the
British food. Consequently, particular attention is paid to
assessment of CHARACTERISTICS and CONSEQUENCES,
but not the ACTIONS. The main aspect which deserves
attention of the journalist and the readers in the media text is
food as a part of culture, and this aspect is underlined via
negative and positive assessments given by the foreigners
and the journalist. The new model is formed and gets fixed in
the recipient’s mind, because its components contain
information confirmed by the data in the media text. The new
model can be fixed only if a journalist manages to persuade
the recipient using the factual data.

The Russian media discourse displays a somewhat
reverse pattern. The Russians have always been proud
of their cuisine and due to historical and cultural
conditions they are particularly devoted to home-cooked
meals. The media text analyzed tells about a project
undertaken by the prominent Russian film directors
Andrei Konchalovsky and Nikita Mikhalkov, which is
aimed at offering inexpensive healthy home-cooked
meals: Ilepebie mouku cemu <«pycckoeo gpacmgpyda»
Huxumer Muxankoea u Anopes Kounuanoéckoeo noo
Hazeanuem «Edum kax doma» omkporomcs 00 KOHUA
2017 eooda. Iosuyuonupyem oua cebs Kax nocmasujux
domauinux, Hedopoeux, Hamypaivhuix 04r00. Chauara 6
Mockoeckoti u Kanyycckot 064acmsx 004%4CHbE ROAGUMb-
ca dee gabpuku-kyxuu. B npasumeascmee Mockoeckoll
obaacmu yice noobewyaru 8vl0eaums 0451 3Mo20 3eMenb-
Hble yuacmku u npedocmagums HAA0208ble Ab2ONLbL.
IIpouszeodcmeo 6ydem o6cayucueamov 41 xage u 90 ky-
aunapui. Kpome moeo, opeanuzamopsi npoekma nAaHu-
pyom cpasy 3anycmums docmasky edvt [kommersant.ru].

The cognitive model realized in the Russian media
discourse contradicts with the model found in the British
media discourse: though being proud of Russian cuisine,
the journalist argues that the project will not be a success
because of the current market trends: Kage ¢ domaui-

Hell KyxHell He 6ydym @ocmpeb08aHvl, cuumaem pyKoeo-
Jumenv acenmcmea «PecmKoncasm» Cepeeii Muponos.
Ilo eco crosam, ceiiuvac Ha puinke yapsm opyeue mpeH-
Obi: «Kpuszuc docmamouHo 3amaHyAcs, U 6X00umv 6
makoi cumyayuu Ha puiHOK 6e3 Xopouiell udeu u npo-
heccuonanvholi Komanowr abcypono. Huueeo ne noay-
yumcs. Haw nompebumenv cmapaemcs 6 pecmopare
ecmb KAk paz mo, 4eeo emy He yoaemcs nonpobogams
doma. Dmo HUKaK He cemeeol Npoekm, u s He 0yMar,
umo on Oydem cuabHo 6ocmpebosan. Ecau cpasrusamo
Poccuro ¢ esponetickumu cmpanamu, mo mam 3Ha4u-
MeAbHO 0OAbWUL NPOYEHmM epaicoan nocewaem pecmo-
pausl. Y poccusH cosepuieHHO Opyeoll Menmaiumem,
OHU npueblkau eomosums doma. Kpome moeo, 6 awboi
KPU3BUCHOUL cUumyayuu UMeHHo 00seKmyl 00uenuma cmpa-
darom nepsvimu u3-3a ommoka nocemumenei. B Eepo-
ne ceivac aKkmueHo pa3eueaemcs cemsv Cmoa08biX U cep-
sucel 0ocmasku, Kak pasz NOMOMY 4mo 00U Cmaiu
MeHble xo0ums ¢ pecmopanbl» [Kommersant.rul.

We have come to a conclusion that the project is given a
negative assessment within the Russian media discourse due
to the journalist’s goal to present a clear picture of the current
economic and social situation in Russia. Consequently, the
journalist constructs a new cognitive model, in which the
project offering samples of Russia’s national heritage (the
cuisine) is represented negatively, as it doesn’t comply with
the current markets trends. This cognitive model is not aimed
at changing attitude towards Russian food; the journalist
tries to pay readers’ attention to the current economic and
social situation in Russia.

Conclusion. The undertaken research has demonstrated
that introduction and placement of a new cognitive model
into the recipient’s mind results in changing his/her attitude
towards British food. This can be viewed as a change in
social reality, i.e. construction of new social reality [Searle
1995], because the recipient in this case acquires a new feature
— new specific attitude towards British food that affects his/
her actions in real life. This way the journalist tries to construct
new cultural identity of the British nation, in which food is
represented as a source of national pride. Within the Russian
media discourse the journalist constructs a cognitive model,
in which Russian traditional home-cooked food is represented
positively, but the project aimed at offering this sort of food
is assessed negatively due to the current market trends and
economic and social situation in Russia.
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